parenting

Five Christmas side-by-side encounters

Christmas is a brilliant moment to help whole families, including those we don’t usually see in
church, grow in faith by giving them an opportunity for a side-by-side encounter with God in the
service or event, and then equipping them with a way to replicate it at home. We’ve picked five

popular Christmas themes and created a side-by-side encounter for you to use.

Find out more about fringe families here (parentingforfaith.brf.org.uk/post/fringe-families) and

how we can serve them best, including more about why side-by-side encounters are so powerful.

Theme

Jesus brings
light into the
darkness

Jesus is the
Prince of
Peace

In the service

The lights will be going outin a
minute, but before that, let’s
think about the hope you feel
when you are in the dark and
then see light.

Share Isaiah 9:2 (NLT): ‘The
people who walk in darkness
will see a great light. For those
who live in a land of deep
darkness, a light will shine.’
Turn the tealight on and as you
look at it, ask God to bring more
hope, wherever it is needed.

Tell God something that makes
you feel stressed or worried,
that you don’t want to
overwhelm you anymore.

Write, draw or whisper into your
hands what itis.

Tell him why it is hard or difficult
oryou don’t like it.

Open your hands and ask for his
gift of peace instead.

(You could add: wait and see if
you catch a thought, feeling,
word, picture or Bible verse
which helps you know or
remember God’s peace.)
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At home

e Take the tealight home and put

it somewhere you will see it
and remember God’s light.
Whenever you need hope, or
spot a situation where hope is
needed, turn that light on and
sit with it for a moment and
ask God to bring hope into the
situation.

e Any time life is feeling chaotic

or overwhelming, write or draw
what is bothering you or just
tell God about it in your head.
Put your hands out and ask for
his peace instead.

God loves to communicate
back to us when we reach out
to him. Wait and see what you
‘catch’. It might be a feeling, a
word you see or hear in your
head, a picture, a Bible verse,
something you remember.
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Theme

God is with us

God chose
ordinary
people to be
part of his
extraordinary
story

God’s
greatest gift
to usis Jesus

In the service

Think of a time where you felt
alone or a time you often feel
lonely.

Hug yourself tight or squeeze
the hand of the person next to
you (Hint drop: parents/carers
might like to do this for their
child).

Ask God to remind you that he’s
with you.

God’s story doesn’t end at
Christmas. It’s carrying on today

and we’re invited to be part of it.

Share Ephesians 2:10. God
created us to do ‘good works’
and prepares them for us. What
might he have for you today?
Ask God to show you someone
you can help or encourage.
(Pause. Encourage them not to
overthink but go with the first
name or thought they have.)
Ask God what he’d like you to
do. It might be a kind action,
encouraging word, text, hug.
Write that down/tell the person
next to you/remember and do
that today.

e Read John 3:16.
e Listen/watch this song/video

about... (choose one that fits
your service or event)

As you listen, be aware of what
you are thinking and feeling.
Tell God about that (in your
head or whisper into your
hands).
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At home

Any time you feel alone, you
can do that.

Hug yourself tight or squeeze
the hand of your child or
parent/carer.

Ask God to show you where he
is or remind you he’s near.

Remember that God wants to
communicate with you all the
time, not justin church.

Pick a time to try this out at
home, like when you’re
brushing your teeth.

Ask God to show you a person
and then for a way to
encourage them.

Enjoy being amazed at how
God uses you!

This is a QR code you can use
to play this song or video. Take
a picture of it / look out foritin
the WhatsApp group/ take a
card with the code on.

Use the QR code any time you
want to be reminded of God’s
amazing love for us in sending
Jesus at Christmas.
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